REMARKS 


In item 2, on page 2, of the Office Action the Examiner objected to the abstract 
of the disclosure. 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested in view of this amendment. 

In response Applicant submits herewith a new brief abstract of the technical 
disclosure in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.72. The language of the new Abstract is 
clear and concise and briefly portrays the nature and gist of the technical disclosure. 
No new matter has been added. For these reasons, it is requested that the objection to 
the abstract be withdrawn. 

In item 3, on page 2 of the Office Action the Examiner objected to the 
informalities of the specification because of the absence of headings for the sections of 
the specification. 

Reconsideration is requested. 

The specification has been amended to insert appropriate section headings as 
set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.77 (b) using upper case letters, without underlining or bold 
type. Further, those headings that have no text following them have been designated 
as "Not Applicable." No new matter has been added. For these reasons, it is 
requested that the objection to the specification as being informal be withdrawn. 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejected Claims 1- 3 and 5-7 
under the provision of 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being anticipated by European Patent 0 
373 331 to Meives (hereinafter "Meives"). 

Reconsideration is respectfully requested in view of this amendment. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-7 have been amended and are directed to a novel device and 
method for the alignment of products to be wrapped. The inventive device and method 
utilizes an alignment system with engaging elements that contact the front end of fed 
products during forward travel, aligning the products with a respective pusher, as it 
rotates through a lengthwise slot inside which the conveyor pushers also slide. The 
device employs a variable speed motor to alternate the speed of the engaging elements. 
As such, the engaging elements intercept the fed products from the front and slow down 
to align the products with the faster moving conveyor pushers. Further, the invention 
can be easily installed on existing packing machines. 
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The Examiner suggests that Meives discloses an aligning device for feeding 
products into an automatic packing machine with a device located downstream from a 
sheet placer (2b) with engaging elements (33) that are brought into contact with the 
front end of fed products (3) aligning said products with a respective pusher (8). 

However, a careful reading of Meives reveals a triple conveyor system that feeds 
stacks (3) at speeds faster than flights (8) (i.e. presently claimed pusher (12)) which 
engage the front end faces (3d) of the stacks (see Meives Col. 10, lines 21-32). 
Signifigantly, and in sharp contrast to the Examiner's suggestion the loader finger (33) 
(i.e. presently claimed engaging element (16)) "are provided to move along ... to engage 
the rear end face (3c) of a stack (3) on the elevator (5) in order to push the front end 
face (3d) of such stack against a stop plate (34)." See Meives Col. 13, lines 21-25. 

As such, the cited prior art does not teach or suggested the instant invention 
because Meives stacks are "aligned" by the conveyor driven force of the stacks (3) 
against the rear of the flights (8), and not by the interaction of loader fingers (33) and 
the flights (8) as proposed by the Examiner. 

The presently claimed invention provides a novel packing alignment system 
wherein an engaging element intercepts the front end of fed products and aligns them 
with a corresponding conveyor pusher as they both travel through a common slot 
within the conveyor system, which is not taught nor suggested in the cited prior art. 
For these reasons the § 102(b) rejection over Meives is not proper. Withdrawal of the 
rejection is therefore respectfully requested. 

In light of the foregoing, favorable consideration is respectfully requested and 
earnestly solicited at this time. 
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